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renl mapgnifiecnnce of which we can
thus in some degree apprehend. 1f we
seek to know the dimensions; not of
the individual stars, but of the cluster
itself, we are met with many difii-
culties, but, on the assumption that it
is approximately spherical in shape,
we can caleulate its dinmeter to be
over 40,000,000,000 miles. If we think of
the dimensions of our solar system by
themselves or in relation to terrestrial
matter they appear stupendously enor-
mous.  Neptune, the most distant
linown member, hag an orbit over 5«
000,000,000 miles aeross, but the solar
gystem is to the Pleindes but a Lilipu-
tian to n Drobdingnagian—is but o
microbe to & mountain—for a sphere
the size of the solar system would, if
it were spherical and its dinmeter that
of the orbit of Neptune, be relutively
5o minpte that it conld be contained
more than 400,000,000,000 times in o
sphere the size of the Pleiades; in
other words, the limits of the Pleindes
could contain 150 solar systems ns
many times over as there are miles be-
tween Neptune and the sun. It must
not be forgotten that though there are
2,000 stars in the claster, yet with such
dimensions for the entire group vast
distances must separnte the stars from
one another. In fact, 2,300 spheres,
each with n dinmeter of 3,000,000,000
miles, eould be contained in the limits
assigned to the group, and assuming
equal distribution of the stars in the
grroup, each would be at the center of
u sphere 3,000,000,000 miles across, and
therefore o light journey of 187 days
from its nearest neighbor.

MONOCLES IN EUROPE..

Belleved to Have Origlnated In the British
Army—Fuvored by Continental OfMcers.
In every capital of Europe the mono-

¢l is common enough, says the New
York World, It attracts no attention
on the street. In o row of menat a
theater a considerable proportion are
sure to have it.  Perhaps half the offi-
¢ers in the Ger man army wear mone-
¢les.  They are seen in abundinee ot
auny meeting of the rench academy.
Even socinlist deputics in Mrnce are
not ashnmed to go among their con-
stituents wearing them. A sebsion of
the Euglish house of commons glitters
with solitary eyeglasses. The singls
eyeglass is said to have originoted
amongr the officers of the Britich army.
About the beginning of the century an
order was issued that army oliliers
should not wenr cyeglosses or spuees
tacles, It was supposed that they o
the wearers an unmilitary appeor k
The order caused severe inconyvenicnee
to many short-sighted ofiicors, and one
of them belonging to a erack regiment
invented the single eveglass; its use
was no contravention of the order
which prohibited spectacles and cye-
lnsses. It soon hecame very popular
in thearmy and was afterward adopted.
On gecount probably of this origin the
vingle oyeglass is very generally worn
in Burope by army officers. It is by
some thought to give an aspeet of de-
termination and feroeity to the wearer,
wherens eyeglasses lend an air of
feebleness,

DOCTOAED Ciic:i0E,
It Was Tixed Up After the !fashion of
Fraundulent Gold & rleis.

The “Hound spectacle™ triclk ba: et-
ty oldone. but 16 worked pvery day ol
the year, says the New York Herald
I was talking with anegg and butter
merehant o short time sgo when o
tough-looking citizen jumped off of o
passing truck and rshed in with o
pair of gold spectacles, or what ap-
peared to be, in his hand, and glibly
sadd:

“Gents, here's o puir of speetacles
I've picked up—use glasses? What'll
yeu glve me fur ‘em? Can have 'em
chieap. 1 don’t use specs, and I'm in an
awful hurry—quick!”

“What do you ask for them?" in-
guired o bystander, looking at the pair,
“They lool: likke gold, man.”

“Maybe they are” suys the man,
hastily snutehing them away, ns if he
hud suddenly  conceived  the idea
“Anyhow." says he, “they ought to Le
worti o dollar and o half=I'll give 'em
to you for fifty cents, say."

Ife passed them to 'me. 1 saw at
onee they were the commonest kind of
ordinary gloss in o brass frame,

“They are worth just one dollar a
dozen, ™ snid 1.

And the man looked daggers at me.
but snealed ont without a word. "This
is an oll triclk, played usually in a
crowdled street.

“Phat's nothing.” said the ege nul
butter man, langhing. o the trick
played on me Some time ago, Ted
men stopped in front of my store with
a light delivery wagon, and one of th
men rushed in and ealied me by name.
asked me how business was, and 50 on

“I didn't recogunize tue man, and
looking out of the window to et soni
clew to him from the wagon, just
caught o glimpie of the latter being
slowly driven up strect. Htill | sup-
posed it was some fellow T had had
vusiness dealings with.

“Look here,’ says he, ‘I've got n
ecouple of fine checoes in my wigon—
two more than our list ealls for deliv-
ory.  Now, don't say anything, hut you
can get them dog cheap.’

“I told him I didn't do that kind of
business. Dut he vays: Al right—
your neighbors will.”  Amd 1 koew
they weeald, too, and I says: ‘llold on.’
Aund he eame back. ‘Dring ‘em in’
says I, ‘and 11 see.” He brought 'em
i

“They looked all vight and weighel
all right, and ought to have been worth
cight dollars coch. 1 teok one and
gove him four dollurs. Without my
asking i1, e had thrast in his koife
and twisted it around and brought oul
the center of the cheese, and it was
sound and goods

“Hut the man was ia such o hurry,
and the more 1 thought of it the more
singular it looked. And 1 guess my
conseienee pricked me o little, for 1 hes
gan 1o think it was the some as boy-
ing stolen goods. Still, Towantad o
goud cheese.

throngh the cheese and brought out

well, the worst stufd you ever saw! 14|

|
|

wisn't worth anything! Then | saw
| hat this thing had been plogrred and

“1 sent ont for o tester and thrust it 1

the center filled with good c¢heese so
nicely you couldn't sée it unless you
were looking forit. Itwas the regular
gold brick game."

A Great Fortune

The huge fortune of the late Mr.
Hugh MeCalmont, which for seven
years has been acenmulating at com-
pound intevest, will puss into the
sole eontrol of the heir, Mr. Iarry
Leslie Blundell MeCalmont, the well-
known owner of Isinglass. The amount
is believed to be not mueh, if atall,
less than four million pounds sterling.
and the bulle of this enormouns sum
was acenmulated by the testator while
o member of the onee prominent {irm
of MeCalmont Urothers, Rumoy has it
that the amonnt to which Mr. MeCal-
mont will succeed exceeds that ot the
absolute disposal of uny other single
person in this country, and this is not
improbable. Of course larger amounts
are owned by some of the great eity
magnates, but probably in most eases
their wealth is not entirely unfettered;
it is either subject to heavy charges,
or else i invested in business {rom
which it conlil not be easily disen-
raged.  The largest amount of person-
ulty recorded in recent years was that
of Laron de Stern, which amounted,
we belicve, to some seven million
pounds sterling, acquired largely
through Portuguese finande operations,

Modern Andalus’a,

Mr. Curl Lnffmann, the welllmown
Aunstralinn agrienltural expert, who
has been for some months studying
vitienlture and frait growing round
about Maloga, gives a highly favorahle
account of that part of Spain as a feld
for emigration, in the London Daily
News. With the importation there of
industrions men. capital and modern
appliances there is every natural con-
dition, he thinles, favorable to a speedy
and profitable return,  In fact, aecord-
ing te this anthority, there is no coun-
try in Europe which presents advon-
tages equal to those of Australin, At
the sume time he points oot that Spzin
offers the olvantaze of being in Lu-
rope, #nd therefore close at home,
while it has loeal attractions of tuch
an old worll character as delight the
most conseryative.  Prom o health
point of view, morcover, the climute is
unrivaled, a cirenmstance which tolls
strongly in favor of happiness. 1n
Spain there are no bud seasons, no
drudgery, no hard competition, no
dearth of supshine.  I'he country. My,
Luffmann deelures, is open to receive
and benefit every class of emigrant.

How We Gut Canandinn Colns.

Post office regulutions ngainstnccept-
ing foreign coins ere disregarded along
the Canadian border, where the Cang-
dinn twenty-five-tent picee has o witle
and free eirculation on this side tho
line end is aceepted without hesitation
by postmasters,  They accept even
Canadinn bank notes, and  there seeins
to proevail o thorough international
comily as to monoy. Postmasters and

| merchants are pstonished when visitors

from rezions further sputh hesitate at
necepting Conndian money in change.




